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Rahall Welcomes Monday Hearing on Stream Buffer Zone Rule  
 

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Representative Nick J. Rahall, D-WV, Friday, 
welcomed a hearing in Charleston to examine the proposed “stream buffer zone” rule, 
scheduled for Monday, September 26th, by the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral 
Resources of the House Natural Resources Committee. 

 
“I am glad that the Subcommittee has chosen to get to the heart of the matter 

and conduct a hearing in West Virginia, where Members can hear first-hand about the 
negative effects a revised stream buffer zone rule would have on our coal miners,” said 
Rahall. “It is always a good thing for Members of Congress to get out of Washington 
and spend time in the communities that are being affected by the laws we write and the 
regulations being handed down by agencies.”     

 
Rahall is a former Member of the Natural Resources Committee, serving on that 

Committee for 34 years until taking over the top Democratic spot on the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee earlier this year. While Chairman of the Natural 
Resources Committee, Rahall pressed EPA and the Corps of Engineers for expeditious 
consideration of coal mining permits and continually urged federal agencies to work 
together with the State of West Virginia to ensure that coal mining jobs were not put at 
risk by unfair and inequitable regulations.    

 
Rahall‟s work on that front has continued in his new post.  Earlier this year, the 

House passed H.R. 2018, the “Clean Water Cooperative Federalism Act of 2011,” 
authored by Rahall.  Rahall‟s legislation, which has been sent to the Senate for 
consideration, would rein in EPA‟s overreach in the Clean Water Act permitting process 
that is threatening the future of coal mining jobs and communities throughout 
Appalachia.      

 
Although previously scheduled commitments, including an oversight tour of the 

Coalfields Expressway – a road needed for the efficient transport of West Virginia coal 
and other products – prevented Rahall from attending the Monday hearing, he sent an 
unequivocal message to participants. 

 



“Without a doubt, the new stream buffer zone rule under consideration by the 
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement is unworkable; it would, 
unquestionably, adversely affect coal mining and eliminate mining jobs so important to 
our West Virginia economy.  The message I send to the agency is this: „Go back to the 
drawing board,‟” said Rahall. 
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