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What are cultural resources?

Cultural Resources



Federal Cultural Resource Regulations

Ã Antiquities Act of 1906

Ã Archaeological Resources Protection Act

Ã Archaeological Data Preservation Act of 1974

Ã Executive Orders 11593, 13006, 13007,13287

Ã The American Indian Religious Freedom Act

Ã The Native American Graves Protection and 

Repatriation Act



Federal Cultural Resource Regulations

Ã Land Management Authorities

Ä National Forest Management Act

Ä Federal Land Policy and Management Act



National Environmental Policy Act

Ã NEPA requires federal agencies to manage the impacts 

of their actions on the human environment, defined as 

ñthe natural and physical environment and the 

relationship of people with the environmentò

Ã Requires consideration of all cultural resource types.



Section 106

ñThe head of any Federal Agency having direct or 

indirect jurisdiction over a proposed Federal or federally 

assisted undertaking shall, prior to the approval of the 

expenditure of any Federal funds on the undertaking or 

prior to the issuance of any license, as the case may be, 

take into account the effect of the undertaking on 

any district, site, building, structure, or object that is 

included in or eligible for inclusion in the National 

Register. The head of any such federal agency shall 

afford the Advisory Council on Historic Preservationéa 

reasonable opportunity to comment with regard to such 

undertaking.ò



Section 106: What is an undertaking?

Ã An undertaking is an activity funded in whole or part 

under the direct or indirect jurisdiction of a Federal 

agency, including:

Ä Those carried out by or on behalf of the agency;

Ä Those carried out with federal funds;

Ä Those requiring a Federal permit, license, or approval; and

Ä Those subject to State or local regulations pursuant to a 

delegation or approval by a Federal agency. 



Section 106: Does the undertaking have 

the potential to cause effects?

Ã Activities with no physical changes to the environment 

generally are not considered to have potential to affect 

historic properties.

Ã Mining facilities are generally considered to have 

potential to cause adverse effects during:

Ä Construction

Ä Operation

Ä Aquifer restoration

Ä Decommissioning



Uranium Recovery: What activities are 

likely to trigger Section 106?

ÅLicensing

ÅPermitting

ÅAquifer Restoration

ÅDecommissioning

éany activity with potential 

to physically, visually, or 

auditorily affect historic 

properties.



Section 106 Process

Ã Initiation

Ä Determine if an undertaking exists

Ä Determine if the undertaking is the type of 

activity that has potential to cause adverse 

effects.

Ä Identify Consulting Parties and Initiate 

Review



Section 106 Process

Ã Identify Historic  Properties

ÄDetermine and Document the Area of Potential 

Effects

From King, Federal Planning and Historic Places, 2000.


