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Development History

ÅMarline initiates
ground surveys

ÅMarline
acquires

mineral leases 

ÅMarline 
announces 

discovery of
ore bodies

ÅMarline and 
Union Carbide 

form JV to 
develop South 

Deposit

ÅStatewide 
moratorium 

imposed

Å1977 Å1978-79 Å1982 Å1983

ÅVirginia 
established the 

Uranium 
Administration 

Group to design 
framework for 

permitting 
uranium mines

Å1989

ÅMarline officially 
suspends project 
and mineral rights 
returned to Coles 

and Bowen 
families

Å1985

ÅMarline ceases project 
development due to a 

decline in uranium prices

ÅUranium mining 
regulations never 

enacted by the Virginia 
legislature

Å1984

ÅVirginia Coal and 

Energy Commission 

concludes uranium 

mine development 

may proceed if certain 

recommendations are 

enacted into law

Å0.5% U308 
from 

surface 
samples

ÅMarline
commences 

drilling



Uranium Mining Moratorium

ÅMoratorium, an authorized period of delay or waiting, 

from Latin morari "to delay" 

ÅPer Virginia Code Ä45.1-274, Uranium exploration is 

permitted

ÅPer Virginia Code Ä45.1-283 (1982)

ñNotwithstanding any other provision of law, permit 

applications for uranium mining shall not be accepted 

by any agency of the Commonwealth prior to July 1, 

1984, and until a program for permitting uranium 

mining is established by statute.ò



Å2007

ÅColes Family 
evaluates 

options for 
development 
of property

Å2005

ÅVirginia Energy
Plan addresses need

for uranium mine 
permitting 
framework

ÅLand and
mineral rights 

agreement 
with Bowens

ÅExploratory
Drilling

Commences

ÅSenate Bill 525 
would have 

created 
Uranium Study 
Commission

ÅPasses VA 
Senate 36-4, 

tabled in House 
Rules 

Committee

Å2008 Å2009

ÅVA Coal and Energy 
Commission begins 

work on Uranium 
Mining Study

ÅVA Coal and Energy 
Commission finalizes 

scope of work on 
uranium study  and 

engages the National 
Academy of Sciences

Å2010 Å2011

ÅNational 
Academy of 

Sciences final 
report 

expected 
December

Development History



Seven Guiding Principles

1)  Energy Independence

2) Community Development

3) Conservation 

4) Historic Preservation  

5) Virginiaôs Agricultural Traditions  

6) Regulatory Benchmarks  

7)  Virginia Stakeholders 



Coles Hill Uranium 

Deposit Location ïPittsylvania County, Virginia

ÅDiscovered in 1978 

ÅAdvanced to feasibility stage in 1980ôs

ÅProject abandoned in 1989

ÅProject restarted in 2007

ÅOf undeveloped deposits 

ÅLargest uranium deposit in US

Å7th largest in the world

Å119 Million lbs of resources

ÅVA reactors use ~1.6 million lbs/yr

ÅSupply 38% of VA power

ÅUS reactors use ~55 million lbs

ÅSupply 20% of US power



Coles Hill



Coles Hill Airborne 

Radiometric Response


